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SUBJECT: JOINT STATEMENT ON MIDDLE EAST EORCE 

REFERENCE:A) MANAMA 1115, (B) MANAMA 1 149 

1. DEPARTMENT APPROVES CHANGES SUGGESTED BY GOB TO JOINT 
PRESS STATEMENT AND INCORPORATED IN REVISED TEXT (REETEL). 

IE GOB HAS NO EURTHER CHANGES TO MAKE IN PRESS STATEMENT, 

WE SUGGEST THAT YOU ARRANGE WITH EOREIGN MINISTER TO ISSUE 
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STATEMENT JOINTLY IN BAHRAIN UPON EXCHANGE OE NOTES, OR 
OTHER APPROPRIATE, MUTUALLY AGREEABLE TIME. WE DO NOT 
PLAN SIMULTANEOUS RELEASE OF JOINT PRESS STATEMENT HERE IN 
WASHINGTON RATHER, JOINT PRESS STATEMENT AND SAME Q'S AND 
A S WE HAVE PREPARED FOR YOUR USE WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE 
TO APPROPRIATE USG PRESS OEEICERS FOR USE AS 
CONTINGENCY PRESS GUIDANCE ALTER RELEASE OF THE JOINT 
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STATEMENT IN BAHRAIN. 

2. WE HAVE PREPARED Q'S AND A S FOR YOUR USE SHOULD QUES- 
TIONS BE POSED BY LOCAL PRESS. YOU MAY WISH TO 

SHOW FOREIGN MINISTER Q'S AND A'S TO CLARIFY HOW WE PLAN 
TO HANDLE QUESTIONS WHICH MIGHT ARISE ABOUT "NEW FORMAT ' 

FOR MIDDLE EAST FORCE. YOU SHOULD, HOWEVER, MAKE IT CLEAR 
TO FOREIGN MINISTER THAT, CONTRARY TO JOINT STATEMENT WHICH 

WE HOPE TO ISSUE TOGETHER WITH GOB AFTER SUCCESSFUL CON- 
CLUSION OF TALKS, Q'S AND A'S REPRESENT THE INDEPENDENT 
JUDGMENT OF USG ON WHAT WE SHOULD SAY PUBLICLY, IF ASKED, 

TO HANDLE QUESTION FROM U.S. PERSPECTIVE. 

3. BEGIN Q'S AND A'S. 

(Q) DOES TERMINATION OF BAHRAIN AS A HOMEPORT FOR MIDDLE 
EAST FORCE MEAN MIDDLE EAST FORCE WILL BE HOMEPORTED 
ELSEWHERE IN THE GULF? 

(A) NO. MIDDLE EAST FORCE WILL BE AN AFLOAT COMMAND 
WHICH WILL CALL FROM TIME TO TIME AT VARIOUS REGIONAL 
PORTS. 

(Q) HOW FREQUENTLY WILL MIDDLE EAST FORCE BE CALLING AT 
BAHRAIN? 

(A) THIS IS SOMETHING THAT WILL HAVE TO BE DETERMINED IN 
THE LIGHT OF OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS, SUBJECT TO THE 
AGREEMENT OF GOB. 
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(Q) HOW MANY DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE PERSONNEL WILL REMAIN 
AT THE ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT UNIT BAHRAIN? 

(A) THERE WILL BE SOMETHING ON THE ORDER OF 80 DOD 
PERSONNEL STATIONED IN BAHRAIN. 

(Q) WHAT EXACTLY IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN PRESENT 
ARRANGEMENTS AND THE FORMER SITUATION WHICH FOUND MIDDLE 
EAST FORCE HOMEPORTED IN BAHRAIN? 

(A) THE COMMAND AND FLAGSHIP OF MIDDLE EAST FORCE ARE NO 
LONGER HOMEPORTED IN BAHRAIN. THE COMMAND HAS BEEN TRANS- 
FORMED INTO AN AFLOAT COMMAND. COMMANDER MIDDLE EAST FORCE 
FORCE AND HIS SHIPS WILL CALL FROM TIME TO TIME AT 
BAHRAIN AS THEY WILL CALL AT OTHER FRIENDLY PORTS IN 
THE REGION. 

(Q) IS THERE ANY CHANGE IN MIDDLE EAST FORCE'S MISSION? 

(A) NO. MIDDLE EAST FORCE WILL CONTINUE TO PERFORM THE 
MISSION IT HAS PERFORMED FOR ALMOST THIRTY YEARS OF 
DEMONSTRATING U.S. INTEREST IN THE REGION. 
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(Q) WHY ARE DOD PERSONNEL REMAINING IN BAHRAIN IE MIDDLE 
EAST FORCE IS NO LONGER HOMEPORTED THERE? 

(A) DOD PERSONNEL ARE REMAINING IN BAHRAIN TO PROVIDE 
ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT EOR U.S. NAVY VESSELS CALLING EROM 
TIME TO TIME AT BAHRAIN AND TO SUPPORT THE BAHRAIN SCHOOL. 
EOR SOME YEARS THE DOD OVERSEAS SCHOOL SYSTEM HAS ADMINI- 
STERED THE BAHRAIN SCHOOL. THE SCHOOL IS AN INTERNATIONAL 

SCHOOL WITH MANY CHILDREN OE DOD PERSONNEL SERVING IN 
THE REGION ATTENDING, BUT NOT RESTRICTED TO THE CHILDREN 
OE DOD PERSONNEL. 

CHRISTOPHER 
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FOLLOWING TEL SENT ACTION MANAMA INEO CINCUSNAVEUR, COMIDEASTEOR, 
SECDEF, USCINCEUR, COMNAVFACENGCOM, JCS, CNO FROM STATE MAY 31: 

QUOTE CONFIDENTIAL STATE 125375 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 

CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 125375 
TAGS: MORG, PEOR, BA 

SUBJECT: JOINT STATEMENT ON MIDDLE EAST EORCE 
REFERENCE:A) MANAMA 1 1 15, (B) MANAMA 1 149 

1. DEPARTMENT APPROVES CHANGES SUGGESTED BY GOB TO JOINT 
PRESS STATEMENT AND INCORPORATED IN REVISED TEXT (REETEL). 

IE GOB HAS NO EURTHER CHANGES TO MAKE IN PRESS STATEMENT, 

WE SUGGEST THAT YOU ARRANGE WITH EOREIGN MINISTER TO ISSUE 
STATEMENT JOINTLY IN BAHRAIN UPON EXCHANGE OE NOTES, OR 
OTHER APPROPRIATE, MUTUALLY AGREEABLE TIME. WE DO NOT 
PLAN SIMULTANEOUS RELEASE OF JOINT PRESS STATEMENT HERE IN 
WASHINGTON RATHER, JOINT PRESS STATEMENT AND SAME Q'S AND 
A S WE HAVE PREPARED FOR YOUR USE WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE 
TO APPROPRIATE USG PRESS OEEICERS FOR USE AS 
CONTINGENCY PRESS GUIDANCE AETER RELEASE OF THE JOINT 
STATEMENT IN BAHRAIN. 

2. WE HAVE PREPARED Q'S AND A S EOR YOUR USE SHOULD QUES- 
TIONS BE POSED BY LOCAL PRESS. YOU MAY WISH TO 

SHOW EOREIGN MINISTER Q'S AND A'S TO CLARIEY HOW WE PLAN 
TO HANDLE QUESTIONS WHICH MIGHT ARISE ABOUT "NEW EORMAT " 

EOR MIDDLE EAST EORCE. YOU SHOULD, HOWEVER, MAKE IT CLEAR 
TO EOREIGN MINISTER THAT, CONTRARY TO JOINT STATEMENT WHICH 

WE HOPE TO ISSUE TOGETHER WITH GOB AFTER SUCCESSEUL CON- 
CLUSION OE TALKS, Q'S AND A'S REPRESENT THE INDEPENDENT 
JUDGMENT OE USG ON WHAT WE SHOULD SAY PUBLICLY, IP ASKED, 

TO HANDLE QUESTION PROM U.S. PERSPECTIVE. 

3. BEGIN Q'S AND A'S. 
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(Q) DOES TERMINATION OP BAHRAIN AS A HOMEPORT EOR MIDDLE 
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EAST FORCE MEAN MIDDLE EAST FORCE WILL BE HOMEPORTED 
ELSEWHERE IN THE GULF? 

(A) NO. MIDDLE EAST FORCE WILL BE AN AFLOAT COMMAND 
WHICH WILL CALL FROM TIME TO TIME AT VARIOUS REGIONAL 
PORTS. 

(Q) HOW EREQUENTLY WILL MIDDLE EAST EORCE BE CALLING AT 
BAHRAIN? 

(A) THIS IS SOMETHING THAT WILL HAVE TO BE DETERMINED IN 
THE LIGHT OF OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS, SUBJECT TO THE 
AGREEMENT OE GOB. 

(Q) HOW MANY DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE PERSONNEL WILL REMAIN 
AT THE ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT UNIT BAHRAIN? 

(A) THERE WILL BE SOMETHING ON THE ORDER OE 80 DOD 
PERSONNEL STATIONED IN BAHRAIN. 

(Q) WHAT EXACTLY IS THE DIEEERENCE BETWEEN PRESENT 
ARRANGEMENTS AND THE EORMER SITUATION WHICH EOUND MIDDLE 
EAST FORCE HOMEPORTED IN BAHRAIN? 

(A) THE COMMAND AND FLAGSHIP OF MIDDLE EAST EORCE ARE NO 
LONGER HOMEPORTED IN BAHRAIN. THE COMMAND HAS BEEN TRANS- 
EORMED INTO AN AFLOAT COMMAND. COMMANDER MIDDLE EAST FORCE 
EORCE AND HIS SHIPS WILL CALL FROM TIME TO TIME AT 
BAHRAIN AS THEY WILL CALL AT OTHER FRIENDLY PORTS IN 
THE REGION. 

(Q) IS THERE ANY CHANGE IN MIDDLE EAST EORCE'S MISSION? 

(A) NO. MIDDLE EAST FORCE WILL CONTINUE TO PERFORM THE 
MISSION IT HAS PERFORMED FOR ALMOST THIRTY YEARS OE 
DEMONSTRATING U.S. INTEREST IN THE REGION. 

(Q) WHY ARE DOD PERSONNEL REMAINING IN BAHRAIN IE MIDDLE 
EAST FORCE IS NO LONGER HOMEPORTED THERE? 

(A) DOD PERSONNEL ARE REMAINING IN BAHRAIN TO PROVIDE 
CONEIDENTIAL 
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ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT FOR U.S. NAVY VESSELS CALLING EROM 
TIME TO TIME AT BAHRAIN AND TO SUPPORT THE BAHRAIN SCHOOL. 

EOR SOME YEARS THE DOD OVERSEAS SCHOOL SYSTEM HAS ADMINI- 
STERED THE BAHRAIN SCHOOL. THE SCHOOL IS AN INTERNATIONAL 

SCHOOL WITH MANY CHILDREN OE DOD PERSONNEL SERVING IN 
THE REGION ATTENDING, BUT NOT RESTRICTED TO THE CHILDREN 
OE DOD PERSONNEL. CHRISTOPHER UNQUOTE VANCE 


CONEIDENTIAL 
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EOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 125375 ACTION ADDIS ABABA ABU DHABI 
BAGHDAD COLOMBO DOHA ISLAMABAD JIDDA KHARTOUM KUWAIT MOGADISCIO 
MUSCAT NAIROBI NEW DELHI SANA TEHRAN VICTORIA (DTG 220I4IZ JUN 77) 

QTE: CONEIDENTIAL STATE 125375 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: MORG, PEOR, BA 

SUBJECT: JOINT STATEMENT ON MIDDLE EAST EORCE 


REFERENCE:A) MANAMA 1 1 15, (B) MANAMA 1 149 

I. DEPARTMENT APPROVES CHANGES SUGGESTED BY GOB TO JOINT 
PRESS STATEMENT AND INCORPORATED IN REVISED TEXT (REETEL). 
IE GOB HAS NO EURTHER CHANGES TO MAKE IN PRESS STATEMENT, 
WE SUGGEST THAT YOU ARRANGE WITH EOREIGN MINISTER TO ISSUE 
STATEMENT JOINTLY IN BAHRAIN UPON EXCHANGE OE NOTES, OR 
OTHER APPROPRIATE, MUTUALLY AGREEABLE TIME. WE DO NOT 
PLAN SIMULTANEOUS RELEASE OF JOINT PRESS STATEMENT HERE IN 
WASHINGTON RATHER, JOINT PRESS STATEMENT AND SAME Q'S AND 
CONEIDENTIAL 
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A S WE HAVE PREPARED FOR YOUR USE WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE 
TO APPROPRIATE USG PRESS OEEICERS FOR USE AS 
CONTINGENCY PRESS GUIDANCE ALTER RELEASE OF THE JOINT 
STATEMENT IN BAHRAIN. 
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2. WE HAVE PREPARED Q'S AND A S EOR YOUR USE SHOULD QUES- 
TIONS BE POSED BY LOCAL PRESS. YOU MAY WISH TO 

SHOW EOREIGN MINISTER Q'S AND A'S TO CLARITY HOW WE PLAN 
TO HANDLE QUESTIONS WHICH MIGHT ARISE ABOUT "NEW EORMAT " 

EOR MIDDLE EAST EORCE. YOU SHOULD, HOWEVER, MAKE IT CLEAR 
TO EOREIGN MINISTER THAT, CONTRARY TO JOINT STATEMENT WHICH 

WE HOPE TO ISSUE TOGETHER WITH GOB AFTER SUCCESSEUL CON- 
CLUSION OE TALKS, Q'S AND A'S REPRESENT THE INDEPENDENT 
JUDGMENT OE USG ON WHAT WE SHOULD SAY PUBLICLY, IP ASKED, 

TO HANDLE QUESTION PROM U.S. PERSPECTIVE. 

3. BEGIN Q'S AND A'S. 

(Q) DOES TERMINATION OP BAHRAIN AS A HOMEPORT EOR MIDDLE 
EAST FORCE MEAN MIDDLE EAST FORCE WILL BE HOMEPORTED 
ELSEWHERE IN THE GULF? 

(A) NO. MIDDLE EAST FORCE WILL BE AN AFLOAT COMMAND 
WHICH WILL CALL FROM TIME TO TIME AT VARIOUS REGIONAL 
PORTS. 

(Q) HOW PREQUENTLY WILL MIDDLE EAST EORCE BE CALLING AT 
BAHRAIN? 

(A) THIS IS SOMETHING THAT WILL HAVE TO BE DETERMINED IN 
THE LIGHT OP OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS, SUBJECT TO THE 
AGREEMENT OP GOB. 

(Q) HOW MANY DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE PERSONNEL WILL REMAIN 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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AT THE ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT UNIT BAHRAIN? 

(A) THERE WILL BE SOMETHING ON THE ORDER OP 80 DOD 
PERSONNEL STATIONED IN BAHRAIN. 

(Q) WHAT EXACTLY IS THE DIPPERENCE BETWEEN PRESENT 
ARRANGEMENTS AND THE PORMER SITUATION WHICH POUND MIDDLE 
EAST FORCE HOMEPORTED IN BAHRAIN? 

(A) THE COMMAND AND FLAGSHIP OF MIDDLE EAST EORCE ARE NO 
LONGER HOMEPORTED IN BAHRAIN. THE COMMAND HAS BEEN TRANS- 
PORMED INTO AN AFLOAT COMMAND. COMMANDER MIDDLE EAST FORCE 
EORCE AND HIS SHIPS WILL CALL PROM TIME TO TIME AT 
BAHRAIN AS THEY WILL CALL AT OTHER FRIENDLY PORTS IN 
THE REGION. 

(Q) IS THERE ANY CHANGE IN MIDDLE EAST PORCE'S MISSION? 

(A) NO. MIDDLE EAST FORCE WILL CONTINUE TO PERFORM THE 
MISSION IT HAS PERPORMED FOR ALMOST THIRTY YEARS OP 
DEMONSTRATING U.S. INTEREST IN THE REGION. 
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(Q) WHY ARE DOD PERSONNEL REMAINING IN BAHRAIN IE MIDDLE 
EAST FORCE IS NO LONGER HOMEPORTED THERE? 

(A) DOD PERSONNEL ARE REMAINING IN BAHRAIN TO PROVIDE 
ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT EOR U.S. NAVY VESSELS CALLING EROM 
TIME TO TIME AT BAHRAIN AND TO SUPPORT THE BAHRAIN SCHOOL. 

EOR SOME YEARS THE DOD OVERSEAS SCHOOL SYSTEM HAS ADMINI- 
STERED THE BAHRAIN SCHOOL. THE SCHOOL IS AN INTERNATIONAL 

SCHOOL WITH MANY CHILDREN OE DOD PERSONNEL SERVING IN 
THE REGION ATTENDING, BUT NOT RESTRICTED TO THE CHILDREN 
OE DOD PERSONNEL. CHRISTOPHER UNQUOTE VANCE 


CONEIDENTIAL 
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